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FOREWORD

A notification from the OIE Regional Representation for Asia and 

the Pacific was sent to all WAHIS focal points regarding the 

outbreak of African Swine Fever (ASF) in China which started in 

August 3, 2018. It was accounted that pig production is 

extremely important to the region for food security and that at 

least 65% of the pig population is raised in Asia. ASF is highly 

contagious with up to 100% mortality rates and can be spread 

via fomites and in uncooked pig products. Currently, there are 

no treatments or vaccine available to control the said disease.

Philippines has a growing human population which reached 

around 105 million people. Given the per capita consumption of 

Filipino people at around 15 kgs, it is estimated that the demand 

for pork is around 1.5 million metric tons. Currently, around 

12.6 million pigs are estimated to be present in the Philippines, 

which is capable of producing 1.35 million metric tons pork for 

the consumers. With the given data, pork production in the 
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Philippines is not enough to ensure food security. Much is the 

effect when this disease crosses the border of the Philippines, 

where around 12.6 million pigs are at risk.

The purpose of this document is to present an overview of ASF 

and to outline the measures that will be carried out by the 

competent authority and relevant stakeholders in the suspicion 

of developing and occurrence of ASF outbreak in the 

Philippines. The content includes description of ASF, its 

management considering the phases of disaster management 

cycle and organizational arrangements in the event of ASF 

emergencies. The preparation of this document considered 

provisions of OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, FAO manual 

on Preparation of African Swine Fever Contingency Plans and 

OIE Guidelines on Disaster Management and Risk Reduction in 

Relation to Animal Health and Welfare and Veterinary Public 

Health. The use of this document is recommended to be in 

conjunction with the following:

1. OIE Manual of Standards for Diagnostic Tests and 

Vaccines is considered useful reference.

2. FAO Manual of procedures for disease eradication by 

stamping out

3. (other documents cited inside)



5 Philippines ASF Contingency Plan 2019, v4

4. (relevant regulatory and statutory requirements)

Acronyms

ADDRL Animal Disease Diagnosis and Reference     
Laboratory

AHWD Animal Health and Welfare Division

ASEAN Association of South East Asian Nations

ASF African swine fever 

ASFV African swine fever virus

BAI Bureau of Animal Industry

CSF Classical Swine Fever

DA Department of Agriculture

DENR-BMB Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources- Biodiversity Management Bureau
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ELISA Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization

FAT Fluorescent Antibody Test 

FMD Foot and Mouth Disease

IFA Indirect Fluorescent Antibody 

NVQSD National Veterinary Quarantine Services 
Division

OIE World Organization for Animal Health

PCR Polymerase Chain Reaction 

RADDL Regional Animal Disease Diagnosis Laboratory

RFO Regional Field Office

VLD Veterinary Laboratory Division

Nature of the disease

GENERAL OVERVIEW

African Swine Fever (ASF) is a highly contagious 

hemorrhagic fever in pigs caused by a virus and can be spread 

via fomites and in uncooked pig products. It was first 

recognized in Kenya in 1910 upon the introduction of domestic 

pigs. Classical papers by Montgomery in 1921 first described 

the disease as peracute characterized by fever, cyanosis, and 
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hemorrhages of internal organs with high mortality rateclose to 

100% (Viñuela, 1985). It was also realized that the disease had 

been present in the area specifically eastern and southern 

Kenya for quite some time due to the wild hosts such as 

warthogs (Phacochoerusafricanus) (Gallardo et.al, 2015). 

Subsequently the domestic pigs became infected in most sub-

Saharan African countries. In 1957, the first case outside Africa 

was reported in Europe specifically Portugal and Spain. Case 

observed in Portugal was due to waste of airline flights fed to 

pigs near Lisbon Airport. Whilst case in Spain was attributed to 

a species of soft tick Ornithodoroserraticus identified as a vector 

and reservoir of virus (Costard et.al, 2009).It then spread to 

South America and Caribbean. It was eradicated in mid-1990s 

outside Africa with the exception of Sardinia. In 2007, the 

spread of ASF to Georgia in the Caucasus was observed with 

wild boar (Susscrofa) deemed as important host in the spread 

and maintenance of the virus. In 2018, presence of ASFV was 

identified in Trans-Caucasus, parts of Russian Federation, 

Ukraine, Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia and Moldova, the 

Czech Republic and Romania (Sanchez-Cordon et.al 2018).

Aside from high mortality rates, ASF brought severe 

socio-economic impact in the areas affected including 

implications on food security. International market loss was 
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observed and associated control strategies were observed to 

be costly. In Spain alone, the final 5 years of their eradication 

program were estimated to be        US $92 million (Costard et 

al., 2009). In Eastern Europe and Russian Federation, from 2014 

to 2017, almost 800,000 pigs have been destroyed or died due 

to ASF. There was also reduction of US $961 million, observed 

in the value of exports of pork and pork products in Poland, 

Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia (Sanchez-Cordon et al., 2018).

Specifically, on August 3, 2018, the first African Swine 

Fever (ASF) case in Asia was reported, particularly in China, 

causing worries to the local hog raisers of the Philippines. It was 

identified that 62% of its first 21 ASF cases was related to swill 

feeding (FAO 2019). A notification from the OIE Regional 

Representation for Asia and the Pacific was sent to all WAHIS 

focal points regarding the said outbreak in China. It was 

accounted that pig production is extremely important to the 

region for food security and that at least 65% of the pig 

population is raised in Asia.

According to the Philippines Statistics Authority, 

Philippines has a growing human population which reached 

around 105 million people in 2018. Pork is considered one of 

the important protein sources of Filipinos. In 2017, the meat 
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consumption per capita for pork was 15.4 kg (OECD 2018) and 

in 2019 it is forecasted to be at 15.8 kg per person annually 

(Statistica, 2019). In 2018, a total of 10 million kg of pork 

(including jowls and offals) was imported (BAI, 2018). 

Given the market value of local swine industry and its 

products and the potential negative socio-economic impact of 

ASF in the industry, it is vital that appropriate measures and 

strategies are in placed to ensure the prevention, control 

and/or eradication of ASF in the Philippines. Currently, there 

are no treatments or vaccine available to control the said 

disease.

ETIOLOGY

African swine fever virus (ASFV) is the only member of the 

Asfaviridaefamily, genus Asfivirus. It is the only known DNA 

arbovirus (OIE, 2013). It is a complex enveloped virus with 

icosahedral morphology consisting of four (4) concentric layers 

and large double-stranded DNA molecule (Gallardo et.al 2015). 

Due to solid and resistant characteristics of ASFV, it is observed 

to be stable in pH ranges of 4-10 and survives the process of 
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meat smoking, drying, freezing and high temperatures (Frant 

et. al, 2017).

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL FEATURES

SUSCEPTIBLE SPECIES AND ZOONOSIS

The only species susceptible to the ASF virus is the pig family 

(Suidae) including domestic pigs, wild boars and wild African 

suids. All age groups are equally susceptible. The disease is 

not zoonotic or no known evidence has shown that the virus is a 

threat to human health (OIE General Disease Information 

Sheet). 

VIRUS SURVIVAL

In environment 1 : Observed under suitable protein 

environment, ASF virus can survive in the following:

a) serum at room temperature for 18 months
b) refrigerated blood for 6 years
c) blood at 37oC for 1 month
d) stable at pH range of 4-10

In the host: Domestic pigs may shed virus for 24 to 48 hours 

before onset of clinical signs. One study (in vivo) reflected that 

1 Referred from 2016 FAO Manual on Preparation of ASF Contingency Plan
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recovered pigs are able to transmit virus three months after 

infection (Gallardo et.al, 2015).

In animal products2: Below provides ability of ASF virus to 

remain infective in the following edible products:

a) Boned meat (stored at 4oC) : 150 days
b) Salted dried hams: 140 days
c) Frozen carcasses: several days
d) Pepperoni sausage and salami: 30 days
e) Parma ham: 100 days

MODE OF TRANSMISSION3

ASF occurs through transmission cycles involving domestic 

pigs, wild boars, wild African suids, and soft ticks (Sánchez-

Vizcaíno et al., 2009). In regions where Ornithodorus soft-

bodied ticks are present, the detection of ASFV in these 

reservoirs of infection contributes to a better understanding of 

the epidemiology of the disease. The usual entrance of ASF 

virus into susceptible species can occur orally, nasally, and via 

cutaneous or subcutaneous routes (Gallardo et al, 2015). This is 

of major importance in establishing effective control and 

2 Referred from 2015 OIE African Swine Fever Fact Sheet and Review Article on African 
Swine Fever and ticks. No risk if tick-mediated ASF spread in Poland and Baltic States
3 Referred from 2015 OIE African Swine Fever Fact Sheet



12 Philippines ASF Contingency Plan 2019, v4

eradication programmes (Basto et al., 2006). Summary of known 

routes of transmission are the following:

a) direct contact with infected animals

b) indirect contact through:

i. vector such as soft tick (Ornithodoros spp.) and stable 

flies (Stomoxyscalcitrans) which can carry  high levels 

of ASF virus for 2 days

ii. slurry

iii. swill feeding (with infected tissues including meat)

iv. vehicles and other fomites, clothing, footwear, 

surgical equipment

v. genetic material

For additional information, shown in Annex A are sources of 
ASF outbreaks in various countries.

PATHOGENESIS

The ASF virus replicates in the cytoplasm mainly on 

mononuclear phagocytes. Infected animal tissues showed 

through fluorescent antibody tests that macrophages and 

reticular cells were primary target cells in lymphatic tissue 

while monocytes were targeted in blood and bone marrow 

(Viñuela, 1985).
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CLINICAL SIGNS

African swine fever (ASF) is an infectious disease of domestic 

and wild pigs of all breeds and ages, caused by a virus that 

produces a range of syndromes. It can be peracute, acute, 

subacute or chronic. The incubation period in nature is usually 

4–19 days.

The more virulent strains produce peracute or acute 

hemorrhagic disease characterized by high fever, loss of 

appetite, hemorrhages in the skin and internal organs, and 

death in 4–10 days, sometimes even before the first clinical 

signs are observed. Mortality rates may be as high as 100%.

Less virulent strains produce mild clinical signs – slight fever, 

reduced appetite and depression – which can be readily 

confused with many other conditions in pigs and may not lead 

to suspicion of ASF. Low virulent, non-hemadsorbing strains 

occasionally produce mainly subclinical non-hemorrhagic 

infection and seroconversion, but some animals may develop 

discrete lesions in the lungs or on the skin in areas over bony 

protrusions and other areas subject to trauma. The serological 

recognition of carrier pigs has been vital for the success of 

eradication programmes (Arias & Sánchez-Vizcaíno, 2002b). 
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ASF cannot be differentiated from classical swine fever (hog 

cholera; CSF) by either clinical or post-mortem examination, 

and both diseases should be considered in the differential 

diagnosis of any acute febrile hemorrhagic syndrome of pigs. 

Bacterial septicemias may also be confused with ASF and CSF. 

Laboratory tests are essential to distinguish between these 

diseases.

PATHOLOGY

Gross Pathology4

a) Peracute and acute ASF: pronounced hemorrhages in 

gastrohepatic and renal lymph nodes, petechial 

hemorrhages of renal cortex, congestive splenomegaly, 

severe pulmonary edema, cyanosis and erythema of the 

skin on all hairless parts, petechiae in mucus membranes 

of larynx, bladder and visceral surfaces of organs, edema 

in mesenteric structure of the colon and adjacent to the 

gall bladder.

4Referred from Presentation of OIE Expert for African Swine Fever Jose Manuel Sanchez-
Vizcaino during 2010 OIE Conference
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b) Subacute: loss of condition to emaciation, more 

pronounced vascular lesions in the gastrohepatic and 

renal lymph nodes, pulmonary hemorrhage with less 

edema, less pronounced splenic lesions and serous to 

fibrinous pericarditis.

c) Chronic: abortion, intense processes of necrosis (skin and 

oral cavity), arthrities, focal caseous necrosis and 

mineralization of the lunch may occur and swelling of 

lymph nodes.

Histopathology

The changes observed in the tissues are attributed to the effects 

of virus on macrophages resulting to destruction of cells and 

release of cytokines. Most peculiar histopathological feature 

includes massive karyorrhexis in lymphoid tissues commonly 

accompanied by hemorrhage. Obliteration of Schweiger-Seidel 

(S-S) sheaths of the spleen is also observed. The following can 

also be noted: interstitial pneumonia with accumulation of 

macrophages, renal tubular degeneration with hyaline droplet 

absorption and infiltration of portal tracts in the liver with 

macrophages and lymphocytic meningoencephalitis.

IMMUNITY
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Animals which have recovered from either acute or chronic 

infections may become persistently infected, acting as virus 

carriers. The biological base for the persistence of ASFV is still 

not well understood (Carrillo et al., 1994). Recovered ASFV 

carrier pigs and persistently infected wild pigs constitute the 

biggest problems in controlling the disease.

DIAGNOSIS

FIELD DIAGNOSIS

Suspect of ASF infection in a pig farm production could be 

possible when unusually high mortality of animals is observed 

regardless of age groups. Additional indicators could include 

typical clinical signs and lesions of swine fever, non-response 

to antibiotic treatment and when only swine species are 

affected (and not other livestock). Upon necropsy, spleen is 

enlarge by five times its normal size.

DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS

Clinical signs of ASF are similar to other swine disease. This 

may include swine hemorrhagic diseases such as hog cholera 

or classical swine fever (CSF); other viral diseases such as 

porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome (PRRS), 

porcine dermatitis and nephropathy syndrome (PDNS) and 
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Aujeszky’s disease or Pseudorabies; bacterial septicemia such 

as salmonellosis, erysipelas and pasteurellosis; and poisonings 

such as warfarin poisonings, fungal poisonings and acute 

accidental or malicious poisonings. Differential clinical signs of 

the previously mentioned diseases are shown in Annex B. 

Since, some clinical signs are identical and difficult to 

differentiate as in the case of CSF. Thus, laboratory diagnosis is 

vital. 

LABORATORY DIAGNOSIS

Laboratory diagnostic procedures for ASF fall into two groups: 

the first contains the tests for virus isolation and the detection of 

virus antigens and genomic DNA, while the second contains the 

tests for antibody detection. The selection of the tests to be 

carried out depends on the disease situation and laboratory 

diagnostic capacity in the area or country. 

Identification of the agent: Laboratory diagnosis must be 

directed towards isolation of the virus by simultaneously 

carrying out the inoculation of pig leukocyte or bone marrow 

cultures, the detection of antigen in smears or cryostat sections 

of tissues by fluorescent antibody test (FAT) and the detection 

of genomic DNA by the polymerase chain reaction (PCR). The 

PCR is an excellent, highly sensitive, and rapid technique for 
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ASFV detection and it is very useful under a wide range of 

circumstances. It is especially useful if the tissues are unsuitable 

for virus isolation and antigen detection. In doubtful cases, the 

material is passaged in leukocytes cell cultures and the 

procedures described above are repeated. 

Serological tests: Pigs that survive natural infection usually 

develop antibodies against ASFV from 7–10 days post-infection 

and these antibodies persist for long periods of time. Where the 

disease is endemic, or where a primary outbreak is caused by a 

strain of low virulence, the investigation of new outbreaks 

should include the detection of specific antibodies in serum or 

extracts of the tissues submitted. A variety of methods such as 

indirect fluorescent antibody (IFA), the enzyme-linked 

immunosorbent assay (ELISA) and the immunoblotting test is 

available for antibody detection. Requirements for vaccines 

and diagnostic biologicals: At present, there is no vaccine for 

ASF.

For further information and detailed instruction on laboratory 

diagnostic procedures for ASF, OIE Manual of Standards for 

Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines is considered useful reference.
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Risk analysis

The main purpose of the risk analysis is to assess the disease 

associated with the entry of infectious pathogens and provide 

defensible method to prevent the entry to countries free of ASF. 

The characteristics of ASF and the tremendous effect on swine 

production urge the country to plan ahead.
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Components of Risk Analysis

1. Risk identification

In this component, the possibility of ASF introduction is 

identified and recognized. Pertinent data and other 

technical information are gathered and analyzed. 

2. Risk assessment

In this component, the likelihood of ASF to occur – the risk 

–is estimated. The potential consequences of the ASF 

outbreak are evaluated and used to modify the 

assessment of the risk. 

The risks can be described as extreme, high, medium or 

low, or scored on a simple scale of1 to 5 for the level of 

risk and 1 to 5 for the level of potential consequences. 

Depending on the authorities, risk assessment can be 

fashioned to fit the country needs.

3. Risk management
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This is the process of recognizing, documenting and 

implementing measures to reduce the risks and their 

consequences, adopt new or change existing procedures 

to reduce the risk to an acceptable level.  In crafting 

regulations relevant to managing risks, when applicable, 

good regulatory practices (GRP) should be considered. 

Among the tools essential to this part is the regulatory 

impact assessment (RIA). The main objective of this tool is 

to measure whether the regulatory measure crafted will 

not provide unnecessary burden to both the regulators 

and those being regulated. Through subscription of GRP 

principles via RIA, quantitative and qualitative analysis of 

various identified management options could be 

performed helping ensure that problems identified are 

addressed by the right measure. It is vital that cost-benefit 

analysis, cost-effective analysis, standard cost model and 

multi-criteria analysis are employed to come up with 

appropriate measures (OECD, 2008).

4. Risk communication
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This is the process of exchanging information and opinions 

on risk among risk analysts and swine industry 

stakeholders. It is important that risks of ASF be discussed 

so that entry of such disease by prevented. While they are 

the ones greatly affected, their participation to the 

government’s program is very important. 

Who is responsible for Risk Analysis?

The BAI ASF Task Force should designate a team of technical 

personnel and veterinarians from Animal Health and Welfare 

Division, National Veterinary Quarantine Services Division, 

Animal Feeds, and Veterinary Drugs and Biologics Control 

Division (AFVDBCD) to carry out Risk analysis. The risk 

analysis may be done in consultation with swine industry 

experts, Bureau of Customs, Food and Drugs Administration, 

Local Government Units and other agencies and units that may 

have overlapping operations with BAI.

How often Risk Analysis should be done?
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Risk analysis is not constant. It should change variably as the 

disease pattern changes, i.e. the rate of spread, transmission 

rate and movement, and socio-economic consequences. This 

should be done in order to address the current needs and make 

qualitative judgments on the magnitude of the risk presented 

by the disease. 

In gathering information for risk analysis, scientific data can be 

obtained online from the OIE WAHIS, information sent by OIE to 

CVOs, technical bulletin from FAO and other reliable news

sources with verified reports.

By doing timely risk analysis, its gives us an idea on how should 

we devote our resources and how veterinary services must be 

strengthened, in relation to preparedness. It also identifies the 

critical control points that must be monitored and guide the 

decision makers for the best strategy in the prevailing 

circumstances.
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Prevention strategies

The most important factor in this strategy is the participation of 

the swine industry stakeholders such as farm owners, managers 

and veterinarians in the government’s program. Monitoring of 

developments (i.e. disease progression and movement/spread 

from affected countries) is also critical in the implementation of 

the preventive measures.

As part of the Philippine prevention strategies on the on-going 

ASF threat, BABES strategy has been implemented since the 

start of ASF outbreak in China. BABES is an acronym, which is 

thoroughly discussed below.
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Banning of pork imports

Importation of live pigs, pork products and by-products is an 

important source of infection for countries without reported ASF 

cases. DA memorandum order had been released to mandate 

the Bureau of Animal Industry to ban importation of the 

products from countries which are reported to have ASF cases.

Additional DA Memorandum orders will be issued depending 

on the prevailing situation. Further, in support to the 

Memoranda issued by DA, other agencies such as FDA may 

also issue orders to support the government campaigns. (See 

Annex C for complete Memorandum orders issued). 



26 Philippines ASF Contingency Plan 2019, v4

Avoid swill feeding

Swill feeding is an important practice among small-hold farmers 

in the Philippines. Food scraps, especially from international 

vessels, may contain imported animal products that can be a 

potential source of ASF virus. Awareness of this risk is 

important for farmers to cooperate. The disposal of food scraps 

is also a consideration so that efforts on prevention are better 

implemented. 

To ensure food safety and food security, DA had issued 

Memorandum Order No. 22: Prohibition on the use of catering 

food wastes/left-over from international and domestic airports 
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and seaports as swine swill feed throughout the country, 

preventing the airline companies to dump swill without 

thorough disinfection. Airline companies and catering 

concessionaires were informed of the risk. Prior to disposal of 

garbage from international vessels, disinfection is mandatory.

Block entry at international ports

International ports are critical areas for potential entry of 

pathogens. With the faster rate of travel, the spread of pathogen 

is also rapid. People and their carried items may carry potential 

pathogen; hence, there is a need for this control. 

The following can be done to ensure that no pathogens may 

enter the country’s jurisdiction:

1. Screening/inspection of shipments and luggage coming 

from countries affected by the disease(See Annex F)

2. Mandatory checking of hand carried luggage of 

passengers from countries affected with ASF (See 

Annex F)

3. Confiscation and condemnation of undocumented 

shipment of live animals, animal products, by-products 
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and other related items from countries affected by the 

disease (See Annex F)

4. Prohibit movement of live animals, animal products, by-

products and other related items through back door 

entry points into the country

5. Appropriate and adequate regulations on the handling, 

processing and disposal of airplane and sea vessel 

leftovers which are used as swill feed

6. Conduct of appropriate cleaning and disinfection at 

designated areas in the ports of entry

7. Installation of foot baths 

8. Procuring of airline meals in countries not affected by 

ASF.

Educate our people

Education of people is very important in the implementation of 

preventive measures. The following points are critical in the 

implementation:

1. Education of swine farm owners, backyard raisers and 

other concerned persons on the principles of 

maintenance of animal health and prevention of 
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diseases through biosecurity and good animal 

husbandry practices

2. Implementation of recommended biosecurity and 

quarantine measures at the farm/household (i.e. raising 

domestic pigs away from areas with wild pig 

population, avoid improper swill feeding)

3. Enforcement of the Philippine Wildlife Act headed by 

the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR)

4. Education of travelers through posters and other 

materials in strategic areas of the port

5. Education of other stakeholders such as importers, 

couriers, concessionaires

Submit samples

Random samples from confiscated meat products are taken and 

sent to ADDRL for testing. Further, samples are taken from 

reported swine mortalities and sent to ADDRL for testing as 

well, as part of monitoring and surveillance. 
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Early warning contingency 

plan
This section pertains to ensuring the detection of disease at an 
early stage before it develops into epidemic scenario and can 
cause serious socio-economic impacts. Early warning is 
dependent on early recognition, disease surveillance, rapid 
reporting and epidemiological analysis. The awareness of 
involved interested parties should be heightened resulting to 
rapid detection and early warning. They should be able to 
detect suspect cases and confirmed cases to be able to alert the 
authorities.
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Case Definition for ASF

Suspect Case
A case characterized by combinations of the following signs:
∑ High fever (40.5–42°C) and death in 2-10 days on average
∑ Reddening of the skin (white pigs) – tips of ears, tail, 

distal extremities, ventral aspects of chest and abdomen
∑ Vomiting, diarrhea (sometimes bloody) and eye 

discharges may exist  
∑ Severe bleeding from nose and rectum
∑ Nervous signs
∑ Up to 100% mortality among all stages in production as 

the disease progresses
∑ Sudden death without any clinical symptoms

or

A pathological case characterized by:
∑ hemorrhagic lymph nodes
∑ enlargement of spleen up to 5x the normal size

Probable Case
A suspect case, whether clinical or pathological, with history 
of pig introduction, practice swill feeding, or access to 
garbage or rubbish dumps.

Confirmed Case
A detection of viral nucleic acid using Real Time Polymerase 
Chain Reaction (PCR) and/or virus isolation which includes 
Conventional PCR and gene sequencing from:



32 Philippines ASF Contingency Plan 2019, v4

∑ animals with clinical signs and epidemiological 
evidence

∑ confiscated or surrendered meat, meat products and 
by-products

Creation of BAI ASF Task Force

BAI ASF Task force had been created as an initial response to 

the ASF threatthat had stricken China. Its main purpose is to 

provide strategic direction to prevent the entry of the disease 

and monitor all activities related to ASF prevention and control.

Creation of Quick response team

Regional Quick Response Teams (RQRT) had long been 

established for animal health emergencies. Its main purpose is 

to act quickly on the reported case by conducting thorough 

disease investigation and reporting to BAI (Refer to Annex G for 

the Terms of Reference).

BAI may also send specialist team composed of 

epidemiologists, pathologists and veterinarian with extensive 

experience on swine practice to carry out disease investigation 
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and sample collection, in coordination with the RQRT, 

especially in cases of ASF suspects.

Creation of Inter-agency ASF Task Force

Inter-agency ASF Task force shall be created as a response to 

the ASF threatamong neighboring countries. Its main purpose is 

to implement policies and actions and provide coordination 

among implementing agencies to act on an ASF emergency. 

(Refer to Annex H for the Terms of Reference and complete list 

of agencies/sectors included).

Training

Targets:

Veterinarians, animal health staff, livestock and extension 
workers in early recognition, collection and dispatch of 
diagnostic specimens

Description:

Training veterinarians, other animal health staff and livestock 

technicians are very important in early warning systems. 

Trainings can be theoretical or practical or both. Knowledge of 
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disease emergency can be acquired through education, 

training workshops, international trainings and actual disease 

outbreak.

For the preventive phase, training must focus on disease 

recognition, proper collection and sending of samples to 

laboratory for confirmation. Reporting to proper authorities are 

critical for rapid action.

Awareness and education campaign

This is very important in every animal health program. Defining 

audiences will help us focus our education campaign. 

Farmersshould be informed about the risk and its preventive 

strategies, so as to protect its livestock animals. It is important 

that the government and concerned stakeholders must put 

every effort to protect the industry. Education can be done 

through seminars, meetings with associations, fora, social 

media platforms and other means such posters and leaflets. The 

government, private stakeholders and farmers’ associations 

should work together in educating the farmers.
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Visitors and travelers (both local and foreign) should be 

informed of the risk they are posing upon bringing meat, meat 

products and by-products especially if they are coming from an 

ASF-infected country, as well as the current policies in place.

Concessionaires, importers, delivery companies and related 

industries should be informed of the threat, the policies and 

place and their possible support for the campaign. 

Other government agencies should also be prompt on the 

possible entry points, importance of keeping the country free 

from the threat, policies in place and their possible support for 

the campaign.

Quick response team

Regional Quick Response Teams (RQRT) had long been 

established for animal health emergencies. Its main purpose is 

to act quickly on the reported case by conducting thorough 

disease investigation and reporting to BAI (Refer to Annex F for 

the Terms of Reference).

BAI may also send specialist team composed of 

epidemiologists, pathologists and veterinarian with extensive 
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experience on swine practice to carry out disease investigation 

and sample collection, in coordination with the RQRT, 

especially in cases of ASF suspects.

Surveillance

Surveillance is an essential part of early detection. Aside from 

farms and animal holdings, surveillance shall also be done in 

slaughterhouses and market place, in coordination with the 

NMIS. Once an animal is suspected to be infected with ASFV 

during the post mortem examination, testing shall be done and 

all carcasses in the slaughterhouse for that day shall be put on 

hold. Once negative, all operations shall resume immediately. 

But once positive, veterinary authorities shall be informed 

immediately and thorough investigation shall be done. The 

farm of origin shall be tested again for confirmation. Necessary 

procedures describe in the section below shall be 

implemented. All areas where transport occurred shall be also 

be included in the surveillance.

Laboratory diagnostic capabilities
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A diagnostic laboratory should be fully equipped for the 

detection of exotic and transboundary animal diseases such as 

ASF, FMD and HPAI. In countries with significant livestock 

populations, such as Philippines, a veterinary diagnostic 

laboratory should be equipped and competent to perform 

standard techniques in pathology, virology, bacteriology and 

serology to the level at which preliminary identification of 

etiological agents for emergency livestock diseases can be 

done. There are two components to consider in establishing 

laboratory diagnostic capabilities:

1. Diagnostic Equipment

2. Trained laboratory personnel

3. Availability of field and laboratory supplies, reagents and 

resources

For the detection of ASFV, Animal Disease Diagnosis and 

Reference Laboratory is capable of performing the test. Other 

RADDLs are yet to be capacitated for the said test.

International Reference Laboratories and Collaborating 

Centres
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OIE Reference Laboratories are recognized to provide a 

scientific and technical advices relating to a named disease for 

OIE and its Member Countries. 

The following are the duties of the Reference Laboratories:

1. To promote and disseminate diagnostic methods for 

ASF validated according to OIE Standards;

2. To develop reference material in accordance with OIE 

requirements, and implement and promote the 

application of OIE Standards;

3. To store and distribute to national laboratories 

biological reference products and any other reagents 

used in the diagnosis and control of the designated 

pathogens or diseases;

4. To develop, standardize and validate according to 

OIE Standards new procedures for diagnosis and 

control of ASF;

5. To provide diagnostic testing facilities, and, where 

appropriate, scientific and technical advice on disease 

control measures to OIE Member Countries;

6. To carry out and/or coordinate scientific and technical 

studies in collaboration with other laboratories, 

centres or organisations;
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7. To collect, process, analyse, publish and disseminate 

epizootiological data relevant to the designated 

pathogens or diseases;

8. To provide scientific and technical training for 

personnel from OIE Member Countries;

9. To maintain a system of quality assurance, biosafety 

and biosecurity relevant for the pathogen and the 

disease concerned;

10. To organise and participate in scientific meetings on 

behalf of the OIE;

11. To establish and maintain a network with other OIE 

Reference Laboratories designated for the same 

pathogen or disease and organise regular inter-

laboratory proficiency testing to ensure comparability 

of results;

12. To organise inter-laboratory proficiency testing with 

laboratories other than OIE Reference Laboratories for 

the same pathogens and diseases to ensure 

equivalence of results;

13. To place expert consultants at the disposal of the OIE.

Annex D provides the lists of ASF experts that can be consulted. 
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Strategies for control and 

eradication

This section intends to provide measures that will be 

undertaken in the event that the Philippines or particular 

regions/areas are already infected by ASF virus. In positive 

cases and worst-case scenario of outbreak, all efforts should be 

focused on rapid containment of the disease and elimination as 

soon as possible avoiding its spread and progression to 

endemic state. Below are recommended strategies to control 

and eradicate ASF. 

Detection of ASF in Farms

Stamping out by humane slaughter and proper disposal of 
infected pigs
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Since there are no known vaccines for ASF, this method is 

deemed necessary for the control of the disease. However, it is 

essential to keep in mind animal welfare considerations 

specifically stated in the Republic Act 8485, otherwise known as 

the Animal Welfare Act of 1998, which aims to promote and 

protect the welfare of animals. Killing of animals is considered 

unlawful act, except when the animal is afflicted with an 

incurable communicable disease like ASF as determined and 

certified by a duly licensed veterinarian. With this purpose, the 

spread of infection will be controlled.

The manner of how the animal is humanely euthanized is a 

consideration in animal welfare. Prior to euthanasia, the animals 

must be treated well and the process should be swift to prevent 

stress.

Main elements of stamping-out policy are the following: 1) early 

detection of infection; 2) enabling legislation for declaring 

national emergency measures; 3) zoning; 4) inspection and 

quarantine procedures; 5) epidemiological surveillance; 6) 

immediate slaughter of infected and potentially infected pigs; 7) 

safe burial or burning of carcasses; 8) cleaning and disinfection 

of infected premises; and 9) keeping infected premises without 

pigs within a safe period. Reference should be made with FAO 

Manual of procedures for disease eradication by stamping out.
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The stamping-out effort is a resource-intensive method of 

disease elimination. However, if effective it allows elimination 

of disease immediately. It should be applied in a whole chain 

approach to be effective. 

Compartmentalization

Compartmentalisation applies to an animal subpopulation 

defined primarily by management and husbandry practices 

related to biosecurity (OIE 2018).

Compartment is an animal subpopulation contained in one or 

more establishments under a common biosecurity management 

system with a distinct health status with respect to a specific 

disease or specific diseases for which required surveillance, 

control and biosecurity measures have been applied for the 

purpose of international trade (Abila, 2017). In the case where 

only particular farms are free from ASF among the integrated 

farms managed by the same biosecurity system, it is 
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recognized that these ASF free farms are ASF-free 

compartments certified and inspected by competent authority. 

Guidelines should be provided to them to ensure maintenance 

of disease free status.

Zoning

Zoning is the proclamation of geographical areas in which 

specific disease control actions are to be carried out. The zones 

are concentric areas around known or suspected foci of 

infection, with the most intensive disease control activities in 

the inner zones (FAO, 2016). Also, a zone is a territory that has 

natural geographic boundaries such as bodies of water, 

mountain ranges or controllable points of entry; consider the 

existing administrative divisions or regions organizing the 

different provinces of the country to facilitate effective 

movement and quarantine controls.

Zoning is one of the earliest possible actions to be taken when 

ASF outbreak occurs. However, the spread could occur 

overnight as such, this initiative should be complemented by 

other efforts such as movement control of animals. In addition, 

declaration of outbreak zones would be useful to provide 
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guidance and demarcation of initiatives on the area. Figure 2 

illustrates different zones of ASF.

Figure 2. Illustration of Different Zones of ASF (adapted from 

FMD zoning)

A suspect premise is an area or farm where pigs are confirmed 

to be infected with ASF.

Infected zone is an area set at 1 km radius intended to contain 

infection by limiting movement and employing mandatory test 

and slaughter strategy in all pigs. 

Quarantine zone is an area set at 7 km radius intended to 

contain infection by limiting movement.

INFECTED ZONE

QUARANTINE ZONE

SURVEILLANCE ZONE

SUSPECT
PREMISE

7	km

10 km
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Control zone is an area set at 10 km radius intended to detect 

infection at an early stage.

Actions to be taken in infected zones

1. Movement control and manning of exit points for 

possible illegal transport

No live animals, products or by-products that shall be 

allowed to be transported out of the infected premise or 

farm and in the infected zone. All attempts to ship out 

animals, products and by-products illegally shall be 

seized and penalties shall be imposed to all involved 

parties. Movement shall only resume upon the declaration 

of veterinary authority that operations are already finished 

including disinfection part.

2. Mandatory test and slaughter of all pigs

All pigs shall be subjected to testing. Once ASFV is 

detected in one holding, all pigs shall be humanely 

slaughtered and disposed properly. Once a farm is 

negative to ASFV infection, that farm shall be quarantined 

and movement shall only resume upon the declaration of 
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veterinary authority that operations in infected farms are 

already finished including disinfection part.

3. Farm close down, quarantine and isolation

Infected farms shall be isolated. Necessary procedures 

such as quarantine of farm personnel, setting up of 

disinfection point inside the infected farm shall be done. 

4. Slaughter of infected pigs in infected premises

Slaughter of infected pigs shall be based on the approved 

humane process. The following methods can be applied:

a) gunshot using not less than 0.22 calibre by the 

Philippine National Police

b) stunning and sticking

c) gas chamber

Slaughter of animals shall be done in the presence of a 

license veterinarian. Reflexes will be checked after the 

humane process of euthanasia.

5. Destruction and disposal of infected carcasses and 

materials
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Destruction and disposal of carcasses and materials can 

be done in several ways, with approval from the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources:

a) Incineration

b) Field burning 

c) Burying

d) Combination of burning and burying

These shall be done as soon as possible to prevent the 

spread of infection by fomites, vectors and other means.

6. Decontamination and Disinfection

After cleaning and disposal of infected materials, 

disinfection and control of vectors shall be done as soon as 

possible. This should be done daily for 30 days. If 

possible, the farm shall be closed and no pigs will be 

reared anymore.Recommended inactivation of ASF virus 

is shown in Annex E. 

In cases of repopulation, farm facilities downtime should 

not be less than 90 days, provided that all infected 

materials were disposed of properly and thorough 30 day 

disinfection has been conducted properly.
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Actions to be taken in quarantine zones

1. Surveillance 

Testing shall be done randomly in selected farms or 

holdings present in the quarantine zone. Priorities are 

testing shall include animals presented with clinical signs 

as described in the case definition. Once it is confirmed to 

be infected, all holdings having animal positive for ASFV

shall be destroyed. Zones shall be set again beginning 

from the infected premise as a reference point.

2. Movement control

Movement of live animals, products and by-products shall 

be allowed only from quarantine to infected zones.

Actions to be taken in surveillance zones

1. Surveillance 

Testing shall also be done randomly in selected farms or 

holdings present in the surveillance zone. Priorities are 

testing shall include animals presented with clinical signs 
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as described in the case definition. Once it is confirmed to 

be infected, all holdings having animal positive for ASFV 

shall be destroyed. Zones shall be set again beginning 

from the infected premise as a reference point.

2. Movement control

Movement of live animals, products and by-products shall 

be allowed from surveillance zones up to infected zones. 

However, a shipping permit shall be secured if the 

movement is between regions, even if it is part of the 

indicated zone.

For movements going out to unaffected areas, mandatory 

testing shall be conducted prior to release of health 

certificate and shipping permits.

Actions to be taken in disease-free zones and compartments

All farms situated in free zones shall implement strict 

biosecurity measure. Vigilance and early detection are the 

primary actions needed to control the disease rapidly.
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Movement of live animals, products and by-products are 

allowed with proper documentation.

Repopulation 

At the end of the agreed destocking period, pigs may be 

reintroduced to previously infected farms or villages provided 

that re-infection of these farms is guaranteed not to happen. 

Sentinel pigs should be introduced at approximately 10% of the 

normal stocking rate. These sentinel pigs must be observed 

daily for six weeks to ensure they stay free of ASF before full 

repopulation. After which, restocking to full capacity could be 

allowed.

Detection of ASF virus in other holdings such as market 
place, slaughterhouse and feed mills or in animal products 

and by-products

Notify Veterinary Authorities

Once detection is confirmed by a laboratory test in ADDRL, BAI, 

RQRT and the LGU veterinary office shall be informed to 

institute proper measures.
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Hold product movement after zoning has been defined

There shall be no movement of products (fresh meat, frozen 

meat and processed meat) from all areas until advised by the 

veterinary authorities.

Conduct thorough investigation, trace back and trace forward

There shall be a thorough investigation on the origin of the 

animal products.

Testing and disposal of infected products

There shall be mandatory testing of products (fresh meat, 

frozen meat and processed meat) to ensure safety. All infected 

products shall be disposed of properly, according to the DENR 

rules and regulations. 

Verification of eradication and national, zonal or 
compartmental freedom from the disease
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Surveillance shall be conducted within the quarantine and 

surveillance zones every 30 days for 3 consecutive intervals. 

Negative results will yield to the declaration of ASF free zones. 

International requirements for declaration of ASF free countries  

should be considered (e.g. ASF has not been observed for the 

past three years or could be reduced to 1 year provided that 

stamping out policy was effectively practiced). 

Command Structure and 

Responsibilities for 

Emergencies

This section provides a guide on the activation of command 

structure for the emergency response.

Responsibility for Animal Disease Emergencies
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The Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO) or the Bureau of Animal 

Industry (BAI) Director shall have the overall technical 

responsibility for preparing for and managing animal disease 

emergencies on a nationwide scale.

The Provincial/City veterinarian shall have the responsibility 

for managing disease emergencies on a local scale, supported 

by BAI and Department of Agriculture Regional Field Offices

(DARFOs). 

Command Structure

Level Prepare and Implement
National Emergency Plan

Contingency Plan
Recovery Plan
Manuals and Standard Operating 
procedures

Local Contingency Plan
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Manuals and Standard Operating 
procedures

Field Manuals and Standard Operating 
procedures

Establishment of Incident Command System

Structure

Roles and Responsibilities

National Government (Department of Agriculture including 

attached agencies and Regional Field Offices)
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BAI has a clear role in the overall control of an animal disease 

emergency in national scale and leads in planning and 

preparing for animal disease emergency as stipulated in 

Administrative Circular (AC) No. 1 Series of 2018. It is also 

responsible for building capacities including training and 

simulation exercises which are needed during an outbreak. BAI 

is also responsible for issuing policies and other memoranda 

and secure financial resources needed during an emergency 

situation. 

Regional Field Offices manages animal disease emergencies on 

regional level. It is also responsible for securing human and 

financial resources. BAI may support all the activities in the 

RFOs.

Other Government Agencies (Bureau of Customs, Bureau of 

Immigration, Philippine National Police, etc)

Other Government agencies also play an important role in the 

control and prevention of animal disease introduction. Their 

responsibilities and authority lies mainly on the implementation 

and enforcement of control measures related to animal health 
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and public health risks. They work in tandem with the 

veterinary authorities. 

Local Government Units 

Local Veterinary Authorities in both Provincial and Municipal 

Government Units also play an important role in animal disease 

emergencies. Their responsibilities and authority lies mainly on 

the implementation and enforcement of control measures. 

Legislations and ordinances shall be issued at this level. The 

local authorities shall be responsible for the financial resources, 

as a counterpart, needed for the response.

Private stakeholders

The private stakeholders have an important role in planning 

and preparing for the animal disease emergencies. Most of the 

time, farmers and production sectors are the affected units 

during an emergency. They are very important for 

implementing the control. In some cases, due to limited 

manpower, experts from the private sectors are tapped. 
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Support plans
This section intends to craft a plan regarding support system 

needed in the implementation of ASF contingency plan. 

Resource inventory providing list of resources needed to 

respond to an ASF outbreak shall include equipment, human 

and financial resources. The following describe the support 

deemed necessary in an ASF emergency: 
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Equipment/Infrastructure
National and local animal disease control center, diagnostic 
laboratories, surveillance, implements for slaughter, burial and 
disinfection and quarantine and livestock, movement controls 

Human resource preparation
Human resource for the preparation and management of animal 

disease emergencies shall include personnel from the 

concerned government sector and veterinarians and personnel 

from the private sectors. Personnel should be equipped with 

proper training on disease response and management.

Financing
Financing of disease eradication shall be a shared 

responsibility of both the National Government and local 

Government. Calamity funds can be utilized upon the 

declaration of disease outbreak. Below provides agencies and 

their role in financing disease emergencies such as ASF:

1. BAI shall allot funds for the operational expense 

during disease event/eradication campaign.

2. DARFO shall allot funds for compensation to owners 

of livestock and properties destroyed during the 

operations.
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3. LGU shall allot funds as counterpart for either 

compensation or operational activities expenses.

4. Other institutions such as Department of Finance and 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

that can be tapped for emergency funds

Compensation policy
As the ASF eradication program could lead to destruction of 

farm pigs and their products, farmers and others stakeholders 

affected should be fairly compensated. Specifically, the affected 

parties are to be compensated based on the following:

1. Compensation or indemnification shall only be 

applied for animals that are killed during the culling 

operations.

2. The price of each animal must depend on the 

prevailing farm-gate price, as determined by the 

Department of Trade and Industry, DA-AMAS and/or 

the Agribusiness sector.
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Action plans
This section provides instructions on controls to be taken 

during ASF emergency outbreak starting from suspected case 

until final eradication. It intends to list down actions to be 

carried out at each phase of an outbreak and other actions 

needed for its eradication as elucidated below:

Investigation phase
Investigation of the unusual swine reports shall be conducted 

thoroughly and quickly by the regional QRT and/or a specialist 

team as describes above. Collection of samples must be done 

for testing and diagnosis.

Alert phase
Once the case is said to be suspected, veterinary authorities 

should implementcontrol measures identified in the previous 

section or other initiatives that will be identified in the future. 

This should be coordinated across different agencies, sectors 

and stakeholders.
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Operational phase
In this phase, all control measures shall be done by concerned 

sectors. The objectives are to contain the infection, prevent the 

spread and lessen the damage and impact of the disease 

outbreak.

International reporting
Upon confirmation of the first case, the CVO will report to the 

OIE.

Obtaining political support
Once confirmed, BAI shall inform the LCE. This can be declared 

as emergency situation or state of calamity.

Public awareness campaign
Through risk communication, the public shall be informed 
through different platforms. 

Slaughter, destruction and decontamination
All actions pertaining to the containment of the infection shall 
be carried out by the field teams of the Operations Unit. 
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Prevention of movement
Memoranda will be released upon the directives of BAI. 

Surveillance
It shall be conducted simultaneously with the culling 
operations. Surveillance samples will depend on the plan
crafted during the outbreak.

Stand-down phase

Upon completion of all set activities, a report shall be made and 

all documents shall be gathered. There shall be a transfer of 

command and debriefing for all those who are involved.
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Annexes

Annex A
Primary source of African Swine Fever Outbreaks in 

Various Countries5

Year Country Source Reference
1978 Brazil Raw waste 

from an 
international 

airport

McDaniel, 1986

1978 Malta Raw waste 
from sea port

McDaniel, 1986

1978 Sardinia Raw waste 
from sea port

McDaniel, 1986

1980 Cuba Importation of 
live pigs/pig 

products

McDaniel, 1986

1983 Italy Importation of 
pig products

McDaniel, 1986

5 Referred from Presentation of OIE African Swine Fever Expert Jose Manuel Sanchez-
Vizcaino during 2010 OIE Conference 
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Annex B
Differential Diagnosis of African Swine Fever6

Swine 
Disease

Species 
affected 

Clinical signs Lesions

Shared Differential Shared Differential

6 Referred from Presentation of OIE African Swine Fever Expert Jose Manuel Sanchez-
Vizcaino during 2010 OIE Conference
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Classical 
swine fever 

Pigs Fever, 
depression. 

Longer 
clinical 
course than 
for ASF. 

Haemorrhages of the 
skin, kidneys and 
lymph nodes. 

Ulcers of the cecum 
and colon, marginal 
spleen infarctions, 
pale renal 
parenchyma, non-
purulent 
meningoencephalitis. 

Acute 
salmonellosi
s (S. 
cholerasuis) 

Pigs Fever, 
abortion. 

Watery 
yellow 
diarrhoea, 
low morbidity 
and high 
mortality. 

Cyanosis on the tips 
of the ears, tail, 
hooves and 
abdomen; 
haemorrhages of the 
renal cortex; 
splenomegaly. 

Focal hepatic 
necrosis; serous or 
necrotisingenterocolit
is. 

Swine 
erysipelas 

Pigs Fever. Chronic forms 
arthritis. 

Splenomegaly, 
petechiae in the renal 
cortex, ganglionic 
hypertrophy with 
swelling and 
haemorrhage. 

Cutaneous rhomboid 
urticaria (diamond 
skin). Arthritis and 
vegetative 
endocarditis. 

Porcine 
dermatitis 
and 
nephropath
y syndrome 

Pigs NA Non-specific, 
slight 
hyperthermia
; weakness. 

Reddish-purple 
blotches on the skin 
of the extremities, 
ears, abdomen and 
perineum. Renal 
petechiae. 

Lesions from 
necrotisingvasculitis. 
Kidneys pale in spite 
of the petechiae. 

Aujeszky’s 
disease 

Pigs, 
ruminants
, rodents 
and 
carnivore
s

Abortion; 
cutaneous 
cyanosis in 
piglets. 

Nervous 
signs. 

Pneumonia. Necrotic enteritis

Annex C
Memoranda issued by DA for ASF Prevention
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Annex D
African Swine Fever Experts and Reference Laboratories7

1. DrLivio Heath
Onderstepoort Veterinary Institute
Agricultural Research Council
Private Bag X05
Onderstepoort 0110
SOUTH AFRICA
Tel: +27-12 529 95.01 Fax: +27-12 529 95.95
Email: HeathL@arc.agric.za

2. Dr José Manuel Sánchez-Vizcaíno
Centro de Vigilancia Sanitaria Veterinaria (VISAVET)
Facultad de Veterinaria
HCV Plantasótano
Universidad Complutense de Madrid (UCM)
AvdaPuerta de Hierro s/n
28040 Madrid
ESPAÑA
Tel: +34-91 394.40.82 Fax: +34-91 394.39.08
Email: jmvizcaino@visavet.ucm.es

3. Dr Linda Dixon
The Pirbright Institute
Ash Road, Pirbright
Woking, Surrey, GU24 0NF
UNITED KINGDOM

7 Referred from http://www.oie.int/en/scientific-
expertise/reference-laboratories/list-of-laboratories/

mailto:HeathL@arc.agric.za
mailto:jmvizcaino@visavet.ucm.es
http://www.oie.int/en/scientific-expertise/reference-laboratories/list-of-laboratories/
http://www.oie.int/en/scientific-expertise/reference-laboratories/list-of-laboratories/
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Tel: +44-1483 23 24 41 Fax: +44-1483 23 24 48
Email: linda.dixon@pirbright.ac.uk

Annex E
Inactivation of ASF Virus8

1. Disinfection
a. Non-porous surfaces (e.gsoild material like utensils, 

metal equipment): Sodium hypochlorite (NaOCl), 1% 
citric acid and quaternary ammonium compounds

b. Wood: 2% citric acid (C6H8O7) and sodium 
hypochlorite (NaOCl) at higher concentrations

c. Other chemicals: 0.8% sodiu hydroxide (NaOH) for 
30 minutes; 2.3% chlorine (Cl) for 3 minutes and 0.3% 
formalin (CH2O) for 30 minutes

2. Heating
a. Unprocessed meat: at least 70°C for 30 minutes
b. Serum and body fluids: at least 60°C for 30 minutes

3. pH level of serum-free medium: <3.9 or >11.5

8 Referred from 2015 African Swine Fever Factsheet retrieved from 
http://www.crsph.iastate.edu/DiseaseInfo/factsheets.php. (date accessed: January 19, 
2019)

mailto:linda.dixon@pirbright.ac.uk
http://www.crsph.iastate.edu/DiseaseInfo/factsheets.php
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Annex F
PROCEDURE FOR CONFISCATION OF 

QUARANTINABLE VETERINARY COMMODITIES

Commodities that undergo inspections:

1. Animals, animal products and by products
2. Feeds, feed ingredients, and other feed products
3. Meat and meat products
4. Pet foods
5. Veterinary biological products (e.g. vaccines)
6. Veterinary drugs and products

Products/Commodities (from Terminal, Cargo and/or thru 
Express Mail Service) upon referral by the Bureau of 
Customs are inspected, investigated and confiscated if 
found to be:

1. Manufactured, processed or packed under unsanitary 
conditions

2. Forbidden or restricted from sale in the country in which it 
was produced or from which it was exported

3. Adulterated, contaminated, dangerous, noxious, 
misbranded, misdeclared, unregistered or in violation of 
the terms and conditions embodied in the SPS Import 
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Clearance; this Order (DA AO 9 s.2010); and sanitary 
and/or phytosanitary measures 

4. Arriving without the required SPS Import Clearance and 
International SPS Certificate

5. Using a fake SPS Import Clearance
6. Coming from a country with history of previous outbreak 

(AI, FMD and ASF)

Prior to release at the arrival carousel area: 
1. From the aircraft, all checked in baggage pass through x-

ray machines manned by Bureau of Customs (BOC) 
personnel to check for: taxable items, agricultural 
products, contrabands (drugs, weapons, ammunitions), 
etc.

2. Baggage containing taxable items and agricultural 
products are marked with an “X” at the baggage tag 
and/or top and sides of the baggage

3. Contrabands are coordinated to concerned authorities / 
agencies

4. Hand carried baggage also pass thru smaller x-ray 
machines located before the exit to Customs area. 

During flight arrivals, VQOs/VQIs are positioned at:
1. the x-ray area prior to the release of baggage to the 

conveyor;
2. the x-ray area for hand carried baggage and
3. near the BOC’s examination table
4. The VQOs/VQIs conducting the inspection, confiscation 

shall:
a. wear face mask and gloves    
b. have trash bins ready for confiscated meat/meat 

products
c. bring Veterinary Quarantine Violation Report Form
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Procedure on Confiscation forTerminal Release: 
1. Referral from Bureau of Customs (BOC) Examiners
2. Ocular / physical examination of the commodity by VQS
3. Bringing of the commodity and the passenger to VQS 

counter/office
4. Explanation why commodity is to be confiscated (refer to 

AOs, Memos, Rules and Regulations)
5. Issuance of Veterinary Quarantine Violation Report form, 

signed by the owner, Veterinary Quarantine Officer on duty 
and the BOC Examiner

Procedure for confiscation is the same for hand carried and 
checked in items.

In case of perishables such as meat and meat products, the 
VQO/VQI will:
ÿ Weigh the items, cut open the plastic wrap / box and 

spray with disinfectant  
ÿ Store in the freezer located at the Terminal offices, 

transported to BAI, then scheduled for proper disposal.

Procedure on Confiscation/Disposal for Cargo/Express Mail 
Service Release: 

1. Referral from Bureau of Customs (BOC) Examiners
2. Ocular / physical examination of the commodity by VQS
3. Explanation why commodity is to be confiscated (refer to 

AOs, Memos, Rules and Regulations)
4. Issuance of Veterinary Quarantine Violation Report form, 

signed by the owner, Veterinary Quarantine Officer on 
duty and the BOC Examiner

5. Issuance of Notice of Confiscation Addressed to Sub-Port 
Collector of Customs, signed by Veterinary Quarantine 
Officer
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6. Issuance of BOC Warrant of Seizure and Detention signed 
by District Collector

7. Turnover of confiscated commodity by BOC to VQS NAIA 
& BAI NVQSD 

8. Disposal in any of the following:
∑ Confiscated and destroyed
∑ Returned to the country of origin
∑ Shipped to a third country

Annex G
Terms of Reference of Regional ASF Coordinators and Quick 

Response Team

Roles and functions of DARFO: Regional ASF Coordinators

A. General Role
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An ASF coordinator shall take the lead to:
∑ Initiate and coordinate all ASF-related activities in the 

provinces/cities/municipalities
∑ Coordinate with BAI for all updates
∑ Coordinate with other agencies for ASF-related 

concerns at the regional level
∑ Disseminate program information, guidelines, memos, 

E.O to all provincial/ city/ municipal coordinators
∑ Assist the provinces in overseeing the implementation 

of ASF prevention and control measures
∑ Consolidate reports from the different provincial 

coordinator and submit to central office
∑ Prepare a yearly regional action plan

B. In time of Peace: Prevention
∑ Act as Risk Communication Focal Person for the Region

o Regional lectures/ interviews related to ASF
∑ Ensure the preparedness of the Regional Quick 

Response Team
o Capability building
o Periodically updating of current ASF status
o Stock piling inventory of necessary supplies

∑ Lead/Assist QRT in disease investigations suspect of 
ASF

C.In time of Outbreak: Control and Eradication
∑ Act as Crisis Communication Focal Person for the 

Region
∑ Facilitate the activation of the Quick Response Team in 

the event of an outbreak
∑ Monitor all actions of the QRT
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∑ Report all actions done by QRT

General Role of Quick Response Team
∑ Conduct of thorough investigation on the reported 

cases
∑ Initiate and coordinate all ASF-related activities in the 

provinces/cities/municipalities
∑ Coordinate with ASF Coordinator for all updates
∑ Coordinate with other agencies for ASF-related 

concerns at the regional level
∑ Disseminate program information, guidelines, memos, 

E.O to all provincial/ city/ municipal coordinators and 
stakeholders

∑ Assist the provinces in overseeing the implementation 
of ASF prevention and control measures
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Annex H
Terms of Reference and Members of Inter-agency Task 

Force

General Role

∑ Initiate and coordinate all ASF-related activities in the 
provinces/cities/municipalities

∑ Coordinate with ASF Coordinator for all updates
∑ Coordinate with other agencies for ASF-related 

concerns at the regional level
∑ Disseminate program information, guidelines, memos, 

E.O to all provincial/ city/ municipal coordinators and 
stakeholders

∑ Assist the provinces in overseeing the implementation 
of ASF prevention and control measures

Members

a) DA
b) DILG
c) DENR
d) DFA
e) BOC
f) NDRRMC


